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THE 


radual Advances, and Diſtinct nods, 


o 1 
Divine Revelation, 
| IN THE 


Several Ages of the World. 


2 


H E B. I. 1, and Part of the 

2 Verſe. T9] 
od, who at ſundry Times, aud 
in divers Manners, ſpake in 
time pat unto the Fathers by 
the Prophets, hath in theſe 
la Days ſpoken unio us by 
His Son. : 


AN, the laſt great Regard of the 
Creator, was endued with ſuch 
Reaſon and Underſtanding, which 

ght comprehend the Defign of the Divine 

ſiſdom, enjoy the Benefits of His Goodneſs, 

d employ itſelf in the Celebration of His 

wer. The Hopes of Nature were then 

ve and vigorous, and He had before Him 
> Proſpect of alt that Felicity to which He 
$ created, to encourage and ſupport His 

| A Obedi- 


dark, the Will weak and yet obſtinate, tu 


Faculties, is at the ſame time incumber q 


ons on purpoſe to rebel againſt, and too ofteſ 


pſ. 78. 5, Servant Moſes, which He commanded the | 
6, 7, 8. raelites that They ſhould make known to thi 


„„ 
Obedience. But as ſoon as He unhappiſſ 
diſobey'd the Precept of the Almighty, bull 
yielding to the firſt Temptation that wall 
offer d Him to the Ruin of Himſelf and Hil 
Poſterity, there immediately appear'd greallii 
Diſorders and Defe&s in all the Powers di 
Human Nature; the Underſtanding wa 1 


Appetites irregular, and the Paſſions ſtronę 
So that Man, though endowed with nob u 


1 


with bodily Propenſions. The Carnal Min 
keeps up an eternal War. againſt Reaſon, ang 
nouriſhes an Army of unruly mutinous Paſi$ 


lead their Sovereign into a Diſhonourabli 
Captivity.  'The Image of God being thu 
defaced and impair'd, there became a ſpeed 
Neceſſity for a Divine Revelation in this de 
generate State, which might convey nes 
Hopes in the room of thoſe that were extin 
guiſh'd, re-inſtate faln Man once more with 
in the Reach of Salvation, and raiſe Hin 
to thoſe Degrees of Divinity He had loſt. 

Hence God was pleaſed to reveal His Wil 
to Adam, to. eſtabliſh His Covenant with Noa 
and to enlarge and re-eſtabliſh it with Abr 
ham upon farther Promiſes and Aſſurance 
And Two 'Thouſand Years after, when tht 
Period of Life was ſo contracted, that Tn 
dition could no longer be depended upd 
with ſafety, He then raiſed Mankind ſom 
thing higher, and wrote His Law by Ec 


Chil 


1 

ildren. That the Generation to come might 
ou it, even the Children which ſhould be born; 
Eo ſpould ariſe and declare it to their Chil- 
en: That they might ſet their Hope in God, 
4 not forget the Works of God; but keep His 
1mmandments : And might not be as their Fa- 
ers, a Stubborn and Rebellious Generation; a 
eneration that ſet not their Heart arigbt, and 
Whoſe Spirit was not ftedfaſt with God. And, 
Ir the clearing and enforcing of this Revela- 
on, Prophets were inſpired at ſundry Times, 
d in divers Manners. oh 
But, This was only a Typical State, a 
Wadow of good Things that were to come, 
Wat That People might be thereby convinc'd, 
at their own Inſtitution was not' to con- 
ue for ever, and that there was a more 
rfect Diſpenſation, which They were to 
pect, and which was to riſe, as it were, 
it of the. Aſhes of This. And That is 
e Evangelical State, which is the Cloſe: 
d Completion of all; in which the Rites 
the Law were fulfill d, the Types an- 
erd by the Anti-T'ypes, and all the Bleſ- 
gs and Promiſes given to God's Ancient 
Wople finally Accompliſh'd, in the Illuſtrious 


I 
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AbrWanifeſftation of the Holy and Bleſſed Seed. 

ance that God, who at ſundry Times, and in 

"= ers Manners, ſpake in time paſt unto the Fu- 
Is 


rs by the Prophets, hath in theſe laſt Days 
en unto us by His Son. * 
In diſcourſing upon theſe Words, I ſhall 
oceed in the following Manner. 


Firſt, I ſhall endeavour briefly to ſet before 
You the Exiſtence of a God. Se- 


[4 ] 1 

- Secondly, That at ſundry Times, and ini 
divers Manners, God ſpake in Time 
- paſt unto the Fathers by the Prophets. 
| Thirdly, That God hath in theſe laſt Day 
| ſpoken unto us by His Son. And, 
Furthiy and Laſtly , That the Evangelical 
Revelation of the Son of God is highly ad 
yantageous to the State and Conditiull 

of Man. | | 


- Firſt then, I ſhall endeayour briefly to {| 
before You the Exiſtence of a God. | 
The Images of God are ſo lively, fo many 
and ſo legible in His Works, that the plain 
eſt Man alive may read and underſtand then 
What a vaſt Field for Contemplation is hei 
open'd | (*) There are ſuch Regions of Matte 
about us, in which every Particle carrie 
with it an Argument of God's Exiſtene 
Both the Beginnings and the Ends of Thing 
the Leaſt and the Greateſt, all conſpire 4 
 ſhew that there is ſome Almighty Deſigne 

an Infinite Wiſdom and Power at the Top 
all theſe Things. And henee it is that $ 
Paul tells the Romans, That the inviſible Thin 
of God are. clear from the Creation of the Won 
even His eternal Power and Godhead, ſo that th 
were without Excuſe, And the Royal Pſalmiſt H 
very beautiful Strokes to the ſame Purpok 

in an exalted Strain: The Heavens declare 
Glory of God; and the Firmament ſbæweth li 
handy Work. Day unto Day uttereth Speal 
and Night unto Night fſheweth Knowledge. Tio) 
is no Speech nor Language, where their Voice Mo 
' (*):Sce Strabo, Lib. 17, N ig 


rr 


SASSY Þ 4 
ot heard. Their Line is gone out through all 
he Earth, and their Words to the End of the 
brd: in them hath He ſet a Tabernacle for 
he Sun, which is as a Bridegroom coming out 
= his Chamber, and rejoyceth as a ſtrong Man 
ei vun a Race. His going forth is from the 
d of the Heaven, and his Circuit unto the 
at of it : and there is nothing hid from the 
Heat thereof. | 
Experience ſhews us, that there is a Con- 
rivance and a Reſpe& to certain Reaſons and 
nds. And ſince we cannot ſuppoſe the 
parts of Matter by Agreement to have taken 
heir reſpe&ive Poſts, and purſued conſtant 
nds by certain Methods and Meaſures on- 
rted, there muſt be ſome other Being, whoſe 
Wiſdom and Power are equal to ſuch a mighty 
Vork. There muſt be ſome Almighty Mind, 
ho lays the Cauſes of Things ſo deep, pre- 
ribes them ſuch uniform and ſteady Laws, 
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re 'Weſtines and adapts them to certain Purpoſes, 
igne nd makes one thing to fit and anſwer to an- 
"op ther. | 

dat The very Contexture of our own Bodies is, 
Thi y the Curioſity of its Contrivance, and by the 
Vor umber and Uſefulneſs of its Parts, a-perpe- 


at tif 
aiſt by 
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al and domeſtick "Teſtimony of the Exiſtence 
nd Wiſdom of God. If we ſurvey ourſelves 
ithin as well as without, the inward: Cham- 
[are ers of the Mind, the dark encloſures ef the 
eth Nleart, the capacious Province of the Thoughts, 
Speaſſche ſure and laſting Foundations of the Me- 
, TiWory, and the curious. Scenes of the Imagina- 
Voice on; we ſhall ſoon be ſenſible that an Al- 
ghty and Wiſe Architect oompos d — | 
whole 


Their Teſtimony. And thus all things Joint. 
ly concur to the Manifeſtation of the Lord 


(e) See Galen, Lib. 3. Chap. 10. 


e. 
whole Frame, and that the Knowledge of ſo 
Artful a Contrivance, and of ſuch Beautiful 
Furniture is too Wonderful for Man. () All our 
Faculties bear the undeniable Tokens of in- 
finite Wiſdom, and have the Characters of 
the divine Power and Goodneſs ſo manifeſtly 
ſtamp'd upon Them, that we cannot enjoy the 
free and perfect Uſe of them, without lifting up 
our Eyes to adore our Maker, our Tongues 
to glorify Him, and our Ears to give Atten- 
tion to his Praiſe. O Lord, how Marvellou 
are thy Works, in Wiſdom haſt Thou mad: 
Them All! The Eyes that ſee, give Witnel 
to Thee; and the Ears that hear, confirm 


their Maker, and effectually diſplay and illu- 
ſtrate to Us their Great Original. 

Some indeed have believed the World to 
have exiſted from all Eternity, that ther: 
were Men before Adam, and that ſevera 
Revolutions of Ages, Empires and Religion 
have happen'd before thoſe mention'd in 
Hiſtory. But every new Invention, ever 
ſtrange Country, that has been lately Diſco- 
ver d, are manifeſt Proofs of the Novelty d 
the World. Monuments, the moſt durabl: 
and unchangeable, Marbles, Coins, Inſcri 
tions, Buildings, all proclaim aloud, 'Th: 
World has not been created long. 'The Ori 
ginal of almoſt all Inventions, even the mc 
uſeful and neceſſary to our Subſiſtence an 
Well-Being, is well known; at leaſt we knoy 
they are not Eternal, and that it was a lor 


tim 
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-ne before they were brought to Per- 
ection (). In a Word, The Eternity of 
he World and of Matter, is neither to be 
aintain'd, nor comprehended. The very 
Worruptions, Alterations, and perpetual Mo- 
Wions of Created. Beings are a ſufficient Ar- 
Wument that they had a Beginning, and that 
Wome external and ſuperior Cauſe muſt ne- 
beflarily be granted to put the Concatena- 
jon of Events in Motion, to project the 
Order, to connect the Cauſes and Effects, 
nd to impoſe the Neceſſity. And This 
rings me from the Contemplation of Na- 
re, to the Light and Aſſiſtance of Divine 
evelation. Or, 


Scondly, That at 87 Times, and in 
divers Manners, God ſpake in time paſt 
unto the Fathers by the Prophets. 


The firſt and moſt Eſſential of all the Ad- 
antages of the Hiſtory of the Jews, above 
at of other Nations, is the having God 
imſelf for its Author, who made uſe of 
e Pen of the Sacred Hiſtorians and Holy 
ophets, that were inſpired with a ſuper- 
atural Light, and guided in a ſpecial Man- 
r by Him who is Infallible, and Truth 

(*) Si nulla fuir genitalis Origo 
Terrai & Cali 
Cur ſupra Bellum Thebanum & Funera Trojæ 
Non alias Alii quoque Res cecinere Poetæ? Lucr. 
Wh Pirgilius, Ecloga 6. 

Idem, Georgicon 1; 


= Horatius, Lib. 1. Satyra 3, 
Tacitus, Annalium 3. 


itſelf, 


181 
itſelf 5 and vouchſafed by expreſs Revelation '2 & 
to give a Law to their whole Nation.. TI 
Delivery of this Diſpenſation was attended 
with Glorious and Pompous Miracles, and 
was publickly confirm'd by the Amazing 
Teſtimony of Signs, and Wonders, and 

mighty == „9. odarings and Lighten-W 
ings, the Sound of Trumpets, and the Voice 
of Words ſignally witneſsing to the 'Terraſfi 
and Majeſty of the Divine Appearance inf 

the Preſence of a whole Nation. * 
Moſes, the firſt and principal Author «i 
the Jewiſh Hiſtory , took in hand to writ 
the Account cf the whole Matter of Fail 
relating to this Revelation, on which th 
Polity of a whole Nation was founded, at 
time when no Body could be ignorant of the 
Truth of the chief Tranſactions, even in 
the Life-time of all thoſe who were Wit 
neſſes of them. And, in order to rende 
His Hiſtory the more full and compleat 
He goes back to the firſt Original of Thing 
and carries it down from the Creation d 
the World, to His own Time. And then 
are many conſiderable, and very .ſtrony 
rational Proofs, drawn from Nature, Res 
ſon and Obſervation, and confirm d b 
the Concurrent Teſtimonies of Profane and 
unqueſtionably Unprejudiced Authors, whic 
make it exceedingly probable, and ve 
credible , ( ſeparate from the Authority d 
Revelation, ) that the Particulars of Hi 
Hiſtory, and ſome even of the minute! 
Circumſtances, are true Relations of Mat 
ter of Fact; and concerning which ri 
15571 | cal 
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n now have no more Reaſon to doubt; 
bean of any Hiſtory of any ancient Mat- 
eur of Fact in the World. (1) The Hiſto- 
aof the Creation, with the mannes of the 
e ormation of the Earth out of a Chaos; 
nag (2) The 
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ſebius Lib. J. Præpatationis, Capite X. 
il expreſſes himſelf to the ſame purpoſe, 
Tum durare folum & diſcludere Nerea Ponto 
Cœperit, & rerum paulatim ſumere Formas. 
Ecloga VI. 
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he _ Particulars agreeable with Moſes, are related 
Ovi . ' 


nute Ante Mare & Terras, & quod tegit omnia, Cœlum, 
Unus erat toto Nature vultus in Orbe, 

Quem dixere Chaos, &c. Lib. primo Metamorphoſeon, 

W cincipio Cœlum & Noe campoſque liquentes, 

ucen- 
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(2) The Paradiſiacal State of Innocence, an 


the Loſs of it by Sin; (3) The Particulaſ 


on. 1 
* 
1 
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Lucentemque Globum Lune, Titaniaque Aſtra 
Spiritus intus alit, totamque infuſa per Artus 
Mens agitat molem. & magno ſe corpore miſcet: 
Inde Hominum Pecudumq; Genus, vitzq; Volant 
Et quæ Marmoreo fert Monſtra ſub æquore Ponta 
Igneus eſt illis Vigor & cœleſtis Origo 
Seminibus. Virgil. in Sexto Eneidos. 
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* general Deluge; (4) The Progeny of 
e Sons of Noab, their Diſperſion, and the 
viſion of Tongues upon their fooliſh At- 
tempt 
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tempt at Babel; (5) The Burning of Soda 


and Gomorrah, which were made ſo dreadful 2 


a'': 


— } 
43 
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iva voy Bac um N.. iq # eco? ©) th e. gi 1 
rien Boner r dVarn io. afts lei Td AN 3 
9 7 itim Ae BzCuagre. Tees 5 Gia d. 4 
wu i N vhbger eerdr Arena ut. A ; 
K 447% 7 x; Tin: eu ci Av. Euſebius EX Aby dn N ö 


profert Lib. IX. Præparationis Capite 14. Et Cyril 
Libro 1, contra Jalianum. Homerus Ody ſlee A, Ovi 


3 Metamorphoſeos. ' 
Affectaſſe ferunt Regnum coleſte Gigdnees. | 
Virgilius Georgicon 1. Et Lucanus Lib, VII. 


(s) 0 5 mei mn tuner. ar, Y Aon. 4 

oa Te owwa mt ff eferonxisv mY eon XZ ura 1 1 
bay yegrie. Diodorus Siculus Lib. XIX. poſt Lacus A 

phaltitæ Deſcriptionem, | 
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e,. Strabo Lib, XVI. poſt Aſphaltitæ DeſcriptioneaſWre | 


Haud procul inde Campi, quos ferunt olim ubener 
magniſque urbibus habitatos, fulminum Jactu arſiſt 
& manere veſtigia, terramque ſpecie torridam, vil 
frugiferam perdidiſſe. Nam cundta ſponte edita . ul 
manu ſata, five herba tenus aut flore, ſeu ſolitam it 
ſpeciem adolevere, atra & inania velut in Cinert 
vancſcunt. Tacitus Hiſtoriarum V. 


(13) 


For a farther Illuſtration of this Piece of Antiquity, 
ſball ſubjoin the Authority of One, who Himſelf took 
View of thoſe prodigious Waters of the Dead. Sea, 
ear which thoſe Cities were anciently Situated ; 
oming (ſays He) within about Half an Hour of the 


. sea, we found the Ground uneven, and varied 


to Hillocks; And theſe perhaps were the Pits at 
hich the Kings of Sodem and Gomorrah were over- 
own by the Four Kings. Gen. 14. 10. 

The Dead- Sea is encloſed on the Eaſt and Weſt with 


+ ceeding high Mountains ; on the North it is bounded 


dWcrends beyond the 


ich che Plain of Jericho, on which Side alſo it receives 


e Waters of Jordan; On the South it is open, and 

Reach of the Eye. It is ſaid to 
h HEINE Leagues Long, and Six or Seven 
road. 


On the Shore of the Lake are to be found a Black 


rt of Pebbles, which being held in the Flame of a 


andle, ſoon burns, and yields a Smoak of an In- 


i plerable Stench. It has this Property, that it loſes 


ita u 
am 
inert 
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nly of its Weight, but not of its Bulk, by Burning. 
he Hills bordering upon the Lake, are ſaid to abound 

ith this ſort of Sulphureous Stones. . 

As for the Bitumen, for which the Sea had been ſo 
mous, it is gather'd near the Mountains on both Sides 

great Plenty, and ir exactly reſembles Pitch, and 
innot readily be diſtinguiſh'd from it, but by the ſul- 
hureouſneſs of its Smell and Taſte. 8 

The Water of the Lake is very limpid, and ſalt to 

e higheſt Degree; and not only ſalt, but alſo extream 
itter and nauſeous. 

Heaps of Ruins, the Remains of thoſe Cities ancient- 
/ ſituated in this Place, have been actually ſeen ; and, 
pon a diligent Survey of theſe Waters, ſeveral Pillars, 
nd other Fragments of Buildings have been diſcern'd, 
nd confidently atreſted. 

As for the Apples of Sodom, ſo much talked of. they 
re neither to be ſeen, nor heard of thereabours : Nor is 
here any Tree to be ſeen near the Lake, from which 
ne might expect ſuch a kind of Fruit. So that there 
nay be a greater Deceit in this Fruit, than that which 
$ uſually reported of it; and its very Being, as well 
its Beauty may be a Fiction. 

Mr. Maundrel's Journey from Aleppo to * 
6 


(14 ] 


an Example of the divine Vengeance; (6) The 
Call of Abraham out of the Land of thei 
Caldees ; All thefe are ſeverally and diſtin&lyl 
related, in an Exact Concurrence with Mo, 
by the Ancienteſt Phoenician, Indian, Greet 
and Roman Writers. (7) And many of the 
Particulars of the Life of Moſes are in thef 
fame manner recorded, (8)'and are confeſs 
by Julian himſelf. 
(9) The other Hiſtorical Books of the 
Jews, ſtand upon the Foundation of the ſame 
Authority with the Writings of Moſes : And 
in ſhort, nothing can be more ſerious, n 
thing more grave, than thoſe who wrotlff 


NA 42 
— 


oy 
* 


AEST 


(6) Meme T xomuraug we? 4.805 yea AY) 101d! 
u ic Tu ir dis & dre has uot mw begin bunng © | 
Joſephus Antique Hiſtorie, Lib +. Cap. 8. N 

(7) Dux igicur Exulum factus, ſacra Egyptioru 
furto abſtulit: quæ repetentes Armis Egyptii, domunfi 
redire tempeſtatibus compulſi ſunt : iraque Moſes Dy 
maſcena, antiqui Patria repetitz, Montem finan occupi e 

Juſtinus ex Trogo Pompeio de Moſe, 

Judaicum ediſcunt & ſervant & metuunt Jus, | 

Tradidit Arcano quodcunque Valumine Moſes. 

Juvenal. e 

Taujy z 3 N feuer dec Nm, By © m8" 
ade, imudy I F dei. rat x7 7 atiar J 
age, whe is Th iigConfj yealtas F vb. ina 
6 Sede, engl 73; ricle gop' xg} Lyivere. wricoow IP! 

\ 2gi i) lere. Dionyſius Longinus de Sermonis Sublimitii g. 
(3) nes 5 ie Bopy xg Wer mgyT IOC 
Toe 8, one, dei w5T4e om Marius ms iir 
drain, 4 mE ire om Moc des Lyn. Julianne 
Libro Cyril; decimo. 
See Stilingfleer's Origin. Sacre, Lib. 3. Cap. 5. Ur, 
Becharti Phaleg, & Voſſius de Idololatria. 

(9) See Grotius de Veritate Relig, Chriſt. Lib.3. wo 

then 


(15) 


em; or rather I ſhould ſay, nothing can 
Je more wiſe, nothing more true, and more 
be rererenced than the Spirit of God, the 


n&ion, Light and Guidance ſhines through- 
Wat, from one End to the other. 8 
But ſundry and diverſe were the Manners 
WM which God, out of a great 'Tenderneſs 
Ur the Houſe of Iſrael, Spake in time paſt un- 
be Fathers. He raiſed up a Succeſſion of 
Prophets among them, who were as ſo many 
Warbingers and Fore-runners of that Great 
edeemer, who in the Oeconomy of our 
edemption, was gradually to unfold to 
ankind, the Great Myſtery of Godlineſs. And, 
WV henever it was neceflary to puniſh the 
Weople for their Diſobedience, they were 
rewarn'd of the Things that were to be- 
Dun them, their Calamities were Prophetically 

Wecſcribd'd to Them, that they might know, 


God, that was upon Them. Thus 
wed He his Vord unto Jacob, His Statutes 
nd His Judgments unto Iſrael. - 


One phet builds upon another, and 
i- Mainly ſhews a uniform Fb in One 
8 Mpirit. And, What can yield a more De- 
mitaWohtful Proſpect than Prophecy and Com- 
ru Wletion 2 When the Events of things thus 
; v0FWretly anſwer to their Predictions, they 


en mutually advance each others Strength 
nd Beauty. And what can this foretelling 
f Accidental Events be, but a Wiſdom that 
an be derived from none but God ? And to 
e ſuch Events come to paſs, is the ſtrongeſt 


lief and principal Author of them; whoſe | 


at it was the very Hand of God, of their 


Proof 


R— 1. 


— . 
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* Luke 2. for above Eighty Years before Chriſt's Birt 
37. * Anna the Propheteſs had attended at th 


(16) 
Proof that can be defired by Man. TI 
like the Agreement of two Tallies, that arM 
kept in diverſe, in Adverſaries Hands. I 
would be tedious, as well as needfeſs, tl 
give a particular Detail of the Prophecies ; IF 
ſhall therefore content my ſelf briefly to ob 
ſerve, that the fulfilling of the Ancient Pr 
phecies, in the Meſſiah, ſhines ſo conſpicuouſly 
that it is abſolutely impoſſible, that a Min 


free from Prejudice ſhould not be affect 
with theſe Marks of Truth and Sincerinf 
(1) For He came into the World with all 
the Solemnities of Types and Prophecisſ 
which He compleatly anſwered in the ſever 
Stages of His Life, Death, and Reſurrection 
fulfiling all things, which were written in th 
Law of Moſes, and in the Prophets, and in i 
Pſalms concerning Him. And, in Conformitf 
to theſe Prophecies, the Jews generally en 
tertain'd themſelves with the Expectatio 
of the Coming of a Meſſiah into the Worle 
at the very time of His Appearance. 'The 
it was, that not only Simeon, and Anna th 
Propheteſs, but the whole Nation of the Jey 
were in earneſt Expectation of his Comin 
and waited for the Conſolation of Iſrael, a 
looked for Redemption in Jeruſalem , thinkin 
the Kingdom of God. ſhould immediately appear 
that is, the Kingdom of the Meſſiah. Ani 
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Temple in Faſting and Prayer, to wait H 


(1). See Bp Chaundler's Defence of een frofßß 
the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, Chap. 2. Seft. Neo 


Appes 


3 

pearance. And this was theunanimousBelief, 
nd the ſettled Judgment of the Chief Prieſts 

he Scribes, and the Learned in their Law ; of 
Such, who made the Study of the Scriptures 
heir chief Buſineſs, and who were Depoſitories 
of the T raditionary Explications of the Prophets. 
) Philo, a Jew of Egypt, a little ancienter 


o 

* 
o x 2 
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, ; han Joſephus, and Co-temporary with Chriſt, 
Man of great Credit and Authority in his 

* L ation, and of high 'Truſt at Alexandria; 

' vives us plain Declarations of the Hope of 

ael, concerning the Promiſed King. | 

ys Herein the Samaritans agreed with the 

oa ] ews, tho through their mutual. Hatred, and \ 

Want of Intercourſe in Civil Marters, they 

\{ivided from them in many Other Points. (10 Genes 

rom (1) Jacob's Prophecy, and again from“? 

) David's Pſalms, one of the Titles of the (2) Pſalm 

Nah was known to be, © nt Mo phat 118. 26. 

ometh. By this Name the Jews ſpake of (3) 3, 
im, (3) The Chriſt that ſhould come into be 11. 2). 
rid: and by the ſame Name the Samaritan and 6. 14. 

entions Him, (4) The Meſſiah that Comerh. (4) John 
But neither to Judea nor Samaria was this + 25. 

ape of Iſrael confined, for there was the 

ame common Origin of the like Expecta- 

(*) Philo de Pram. & Pen. p. 923. Vit. Mofts II. p.660« 

we iv dd , Tar” Har Tyy ar, N v 

e Nuauſb, mio, g νẽji. eulen n, & 17 - 

r acTeg inslele rpms bvpceiay d, d wi 

upuouuenen, 73 m αννντ 24r ane aprlng i 


iy Vapour. De Prom: & Pen p. 929, . 
Neo p. x7, 18. Vie. 3 III. p. 696, 
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tion among the Gentiles at the ſame time ( 1979 


Thus was He eſtabliſh d upon — 


(.) Hic Vir, hic eſt, tibi quem promitti ſæpius aud, 


1 


Auguſtus Ceſar, Divum Genus ; aurea condet 
Secula qui rurſus Latio, regnata per arva 
Saturno quondam : ſuper & Garamantas & Indos 
Proferet Imperium, &c. 

Hujus in adventu, jam nunc & Caſpia Regna 
Reſponſis horrent Divum, & Mzotica tellus, 


Et ſeptem gemini turbant trepida oftia Nili. Firg, En. 4 


A pice, venturo lætentur ut omnia Szclo : 

Ultima Cumei venit jam carminis Ætas: 
Magnus ab integro Sæclorum naſcitur Ordo: 
= redit & Virgo; redeunt Saturnia Regna ; 

am nova Progenies cœlo demittitur alto. 
Tu modo naſcenti puero, quo ferrea primum 
Deſinet; ac toto Surget gens aurea mundo. 
—— Pacatumque reget patriis virtutibus Orbem. 
Nec magnos metuent Armenta Leones. 
Occidet & Serpens, & fallax herba veneni 
Occidet. 
Te Duce, fi qua manent ſceleris veſtigia Noſtri, 
Irrita perpetua ſolvent formidine Terras. 
Ille Deum Vitam accipiet, diviſque videbir 
Permixtos Heroas, & Ipſe videbitur Illis. Virg. Ecl. 4 | 


Pluribus perſuaſio inerat, antiquis ſacerdotum Libif 'Y 
contineri, eo ipſo tempore fore, ut invaleſceret Oriem 


* profeQtique Judæa rerum potirentur. 


Taeit. Hiſt, L. 5. C. 2. Se. f. 
Percrebuerat oriente toto vetus ac conſtans opinio; 
eſſe in Fatis ut es tempore Judæi profeCi rerum poti- 


rentur. Suet in Veſp. C. 4. 


Profecti Judza rerum potirentur, ſeems to be but 


the Latin of the Greek in Micah 5. 2, ix ov 1e 


à iyiuevcs, Out of Thee ſhall come a Governor, as it is in 


Matth. 2.6. or in the Septuagint, d ) os #p3erle, . 
that there ſhould be a Ruler. Ut invaleſceret Oriens, u 


a manifeſt Alluſion ro the ſame Tranſlation, which ren- 


ders the Word r the Branch (the Name aſcribed 8 


to our Saviour in the Prophets) by Aya wd, the Ef. 


rn e 19, 16 Zech. 6. 1 


Luke J. 78. 
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cen in that Law, whoſe Rules and Ceremo- 
ies were Typical of and Preparative to Him; 
ad thus did He declare, by a nice Cor- 
AI eſpondence and Teſtimony, that He was 
That Shiloh, that very Subſtance, 'The Logos, 
Ne Ford, or Wiſdom, or Son of God, 
Di; i. en, which was the Burthen of the 
Fropheticx, and the Joy and Glory of che 
Wvangelick Writings. And this brings me to 
- , ew, 


Thirdly, That God hath in theſe laſt Days 
ſpoken unto us by His Son. 


We may ſee, in the laying this Scene fo 
emote from the firſt Ages of the World, 
Phat a wonderful Concatenation there is in 
Ie Divine Operations, and that from Adam 
o Moſes, and from Moſes to the Prophets, the 
Fin Scope and Deſign of all Divine Revela- 
on, was the gradual Diſcovery of the Son 
= God, who was the End of the Law, and 
f all the Promiſes made to the Fathers. 
8. For what was the Law of Moſes, but only 
he Dawning of the Goſpel, ſhining through 
Cloud of Types and Symbolical Repre- 
ntations? And what are all the ſucceeding 
Frophecies of the Old Teſtament, but only 
in he ſame Goſpel till ſhining clearer and 
erer, till at laſt it broke forth in its Me- 
Widian Brightneſs, and was elear'd up from 
n Obſcure Twilight to a Perſect Day? 
e Law was a Shadow of Things to come, a 
bool-maſter to bring us unto Chriſt; that is, 
Ihe Ceremonial Law in general, was a Type of 
5 C 2 | the 


201 7 
the Myſteries reveal'd in the Goſpel (1). And 9 
thus our Bleſſed Saviour, when, ſpeaking o 
Himſelf, He ſaid to the Jeu, Deſtroy Thi 


Temple (2), He thereby intimated to then 
that He was the true Temple God, of Which] | 
Theirs was only a Figure. For this Reaſon iti 
was, that St. John ſaid; The Law was gi 
by Moſes , but Grace axd Truth came by Jeſu 

| _ (3). We muſt acknowledge, withou 

any Heſitation, that the Brazen Serpent, 

which Moſes lifted up in the Wilderneſs, was 

"a Type and Emblem of the Crucifixion af ou 
Bleſſed Redeemer (4), and that Jonas's being FH: 
three Days N and three Nights, in the Mal a 
Belly (5), is only repreſented as a Figure 1 N 
His Death and Reſurrection. 

Several Alegories of this kind are to þf b 
found in the Sacred Writings ; as where 8 ; 
Paul repreſents the New Covenant under tha 
Emblem of Sarah, and the Old under that d 4 A 
Hagar (6). The Writer to the Hebrevy 
calls the Jewiſh Tabernacle a Figure for i 
time preſent, whereby the Holy Ghoſt fignified 
greater and more perfect Tabernacle (7), undef 
the Meſſiah. And thus all the Deliverance 
given by God to the Houſe of Iſrael, wer 
but Shadows, and as it were an Earneſt q 
the Great Deliverance He intended to gi 
by His. Son, whoſe Nature and Subſtance 
of an Exiſtence ineffably Eternal. For in © 
Beginning was the Word, and the Word ui. 

(1) Rom, 10. 4. Gal. 3. 24. Colof. 2, 8, 17. Heb. 10. 

(z) John 2. 19. (3) John 1. 17. (a) John 3. l 

(5) Mat. 12. 39, 40. (6) Galat. 4. 24, 25, See 50 

de Ratio. Concionandi. (7) Heb. 9. 9. ec: 
i 


7 [ 21 ] 
==; God, and the Word was' Gad. Al things 
e made by Hin, and without Him was no- 
1 mae. Accordingly Moſes aſſures us, 
t the Father communicated with Him 
Counſel of creating Man, where he ſays, 
us make Man after our Image. To the 
e Effect the Pſalmiſt, He ſaid and they were 
Wie; He commanded, and they were created. 
Wis is He whom the Patriarchs and Pro- 
ts in former times, both before and after 
e, beheld frequently exhibited before 
Sir Eyes in the Form of a Servant. 'This 
ehe Lord God that appear'd to Abraham 
„human Shape, before Whom He kneel'd, 
to Whom He addreſs'd Himſelf in theſe 
rds, Hall not the Lord of the whale Earth 
e Righteonſly ? This is that Lord that 
nd Fire upon Sodom and Gomorrah, from 
Lord out of Heaven; That God who 


U 


us again, when He preſented Himſelf in 
Form of a Man beline Joſhua, He tells 
the Place is ſanctified by his Preſence ; 
which Joſhua falls upon his Knees, and 
nowledges Him Captain of the Hoſt of the 
d. So we find the Place where He talked 
h Moſes, conſecrated by His Preſence ; 
the firſt Chapter of the Epiſtle to the He- 
ws, of which my 'Text is a Part, fur- 
es us with ſufficient Evidence for the 
ruth of this Doctrine. The Apoſtle aflerts, 
at our Saviour is poſleſs'd of a Nature far 
derior and more excellent than that of the 
Angels, 


aan 
= = 4 


* r 


(22) 
Angels, as He hath by Inheritance obtain d 
more excellent Name than They: For unto wh 
of the Angels ſaid He at any time, Thou offi 
my Son, this Day have I begotten Thee? 4 
let all the Angels of God worſhip Him. TM 
Scope of the Apoſtle in this whole Chapte \ 
is to ſhew the great Excellency and Dignif 
of our Saviour's Nature; and in theſe wor 
He argues, that he is therefore ſuperior ij 
the Angels, becauſe He is the Son of Golf 
begotten of the Subſtance of His Father, vl 
God of very God, by an Eternal Commun 
cation of the Divine Eſſence: And upon ti 
Account of this ineffable Generation of ü 
eternal Son of God, muſt neceſſarily be fou 
ed, and cannot otherwiſe be true, eitiqh 
what St. Paul aſſerts of Him, That in H 
dwelleth all the fulneſs of the Godhead bod" 
or what our Saviour teſtified of Himſelf 
That He knoweth the Father ; That whatſo 
Things the Father doth, theſe doth the Son lit 
wiſe; that He and His Father are one; Tl 
He is jn the Father, and the Father in Hin 
and that all Things that the Father hath are N 

That the Hiſtory of the Life of Chi 
contain'd in the New Teſtament, is a t 
Relation of Matters of Fact, will to a R 
tional Enquirer appear very credible fro 
the concurrent Voice of all Ages. 'That Jt 
of Nazareth liv'd formerly in Judea, u 
that He was Crucify'd under Pontius Pilate, | 
the Reign of Tiberius (1), and the remarkad 


| 


(r) AuQor Nominis ejus Chriſtus, qui Tiberio| 
peritante per Procuratorem Pontium Pilarum ſupplic 
affectus erat. Tacitus, Lib. XV. See Plizius Ep. 8 


(23) 


cumſtances attending His Crucifixion ? 

h as the (1) Earthquake 'and Miraculous 
Darkneſs, are allow'd and atteſted by the 
ted Teſtimony of Heathen Writers. The 

r that appear d at his Birth, and the Jour- 
of the Chaldean wiſe Men, is mention d 
alcidius the Platoniſt (3). And Abul-Phara- 

tells us (4), that Zerduſbre, or Zoroaſtres, 

o was the great Patriarch of the Magians, 
Wo wrote the Book Zendaveſta (which is 
RS Bible of that Se&) and whoſe Name is 
in the ſame Veneration among them, as 

of Moſes is among the Jeus, and that of 

ammed among his Followers ) foretold 
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) Eft quoque alia Sanctior & venerabilior Hiſtoria, 
perhibet ortu Stellæ cujuſdam non morbos mor- 
e denunciatas, ſed Deſcenſum Dei venerabilis ad 
nz conſervationis, rerumque mortaliuu Gratiam : 

d Stellam cum noQurno itinere inſpexiſſent Chal- 
m profeQo ſapientes viri, & conſideratione rerum 
ium ſatis exercitati, quæſiſſe dicuntur recentem 
Dei, repertaque illa Majeſtate puerili veneratos 

& Vota Deo tanto convenientia nuncupaſſe. | 

Chalcidius in Commentario ad Timeum. 

) Hiſtoria compendioſa Dynaſtiarum Gregorii Abil- 
yi, p. 83. Edita ab Eau. Pececkio. Oxon. 1663. 5 

; ro 


I. 41 | 
to his Magians the Coming of Chriſt, Yi 
that at the time af his Birth there ſhui 
appear a wonderful Star, which ſhould fhi 1 
by Day, as well as by Night, and chere 1 
left in Command with them, that when u 
Star ſhould appear, they ſhould follow il 


[ 


Directions of it, and go to the Place, wi 


he ſhauld be barn, and there offer Gifts, of 
and pay their Adoration unto him: And ui 
it was by this Command, that the three wil 
Men came from the Eaſt, that is out of 
fa, to Worſhip Chriſt at Bethlehem. And 
far (1) Sari ſtaui, tho a Mahometan WIA 
doth agree with Him, as that he tells us, ill 
(ar Zaraaſtret] foretold the Cominy 
a wonderful Perſon in the latter times, wal 
ſhquld reform the World both in Relio: 
and: Righteouſneſs, and that Kings and Pi 
ces ſhould become obedient to him, and g 
Him their Aſſiſtance in promoting the i 
Religion, and all the Works thereof. | 
what theſe attribute to the Prophecy of 
roaſtres (2), others refer to the Prophec 
Balaam (3% who was generally reckon'd: 
of the Eaſtern Magjans, and fay, that it 
by bis Prediction, that the wife Men y 
led by the Star to ſeek Chriſt in Judea, 
there: pay their Adoration unta Him. no 
And that Herod caus'dall the Children 
Bethlebem, under Two Years old, to be | 
we. have a very remarkable and perti 


— 
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1) Religio veterum Perſarum, Gn Pag. 382, 
00 Theadorus Tarſenfis, (3) Namb. 23. 10, 45 


(15 
ſtimony related by (1) Macrobiuf! And 
of the Miracles which Jeſus work'd in 
338 are, as to Matters of Fact, 
reſly own'd by the moſt implacable Ene- 
s of Chriſtianity, as by (2) Celſus and 
aan, and the Authors of the Jewiſh Talmud. 
ad now by the Providence of God, we 
e a New Revelation eſtabliſh'd by the 
dual Diſcoveries of his Dearly Beloved 
Ss, upon the Ancient Promiſes of that very 
„ the ceremonial Part of which He came 
aboliſh. Life and Immortality is illu- 
ted, the Divine Will is clearly explain'd, 
e true and primitive Light ſhines in its 
ginal Brightneſs, and upon this immove- 
= Rock of our Salvation, may all the Ge- 
tions of Believers ſecurely build their 
ves to the End of the World. Ibatſoever 
gs are True, whatſoever Things are Honeſt, 
doe ver Things are Juſt, whatſoever Things 
Pure, whatſoever Things are Lovely, what- 
Things are of good Report, if there be auy 
ue, 51 there be any thing Praiſe-worthy; 


) Cum audiſſet (Auguſtus,) 2 pueros quos in 
Herode Rex Judzorum intra bimatum juſſit inter- 
filium quoque ejus occiſum; ait, Melius eſt Herodir 
m eſſe quam filium. Macrob. Lib. 2. Cap. 4, But 
not likely that Herod ſhould have a Child ſo Young 
oſe Innocents, at that Age He was then of, in the 
tiech Year of his Age, and Thirty-fourth of his 
n. The Execution of His Son Antipater, happening 
t that very Time, being conſider d with that ot 
ander and Ariftobulus formerly put to Death by Him, 
rather be thought to have given the Occaſion for 
Sarcaſm. * 

See the Places cited by Gretivs, de Veritat. Relig. 
ane. Lib. 2. Cap. 5. : 

D all, , 


+ G3 - 
all theſe, and theſe only, are the things til 
are - earneſtly recommended to the World 
this Evangelical Diſpenſation. Phil. 4. 8. Wn 
lain, ſo palpable, and ſo ſublime are thn 
Truths, that to hear them is Pleaſure, ui 
to meditate upon them is Life: And no Mi 
can refuſe to be perſwaded by them, but 
that is become blind to all Conviction, 1 
deaf to all Advice. And as the Efficacy 
Example to enforce any Precepts is very () lt 
vious, ſo there ſhines ſuch a mutual Harm 
and Conſent in the Goſpel and its Bleſſed 4ſt 
thor, That the Doctrine is always legible 
the Performance, and His Actions are ili 
beſt Comment on his Religion. As his wil 
Life was but one continued Proof of il 
Reaſon and Equity of His Injunctions, (of 
ſeems in His Death to have carried the H 
Rice of them to. the moſt exalted and 
fcendent Pit. | 
Thus the Books of the New 'Teſtame 
contain an uncommon Strain of Wiſdom, : 
a moſt extraordinary Degree of Holin 
And if Integrity is neceſſary to render 
Teſtimony Valid, nothing can be more 
thentick in this reſpe&, than that of th 
ſeveral Authors. Though they do not Rt 
ſon according to the Method obſerv'd byt 
Philoſophers and Orators of their own, if 
our Age; yet there certainly reigns ant 
cellent Solidity, and a continued Strain 
good Senſe through all their Writings. 
ſides, the things they ſpeak of, are of ſul 
Nature, as not to admit of any Deluſion. 
St. Luke's Account of the Birth of Jan 
api 


(27) 
„%; of His Father Zechariah's becomin 
b in the Temple, and Elizabeth his Wife's 
eing forth, after ſhe had been Barren for 
ng time, had been a mere Forgery, no- 
ae could be eaſier than to diſplay the 
hood of it, and every one would have 
ned at the Cheat. An innumerable Mul- 
ae of People, who had been Witneſſes of 
Things the Apoſtles related were ſtill a- 
== that it is highly improbable that they 
Wald dare to advance in their Writings the 
t Impoſture. That the Promiſe of ſending 
her Comforter was actually perform'd, 
can have no clearer Demonſtration than 
Miraculous Effuſion of the Holy Spirit 
n the Apoſtles, on the Day of Pentecoſt. 
| indeed, we have a more aſtoniſhing 
Sc of Hiſtory of that Stupendous Tran- 
Won, than ever did or will appear upon 
Word, in any Age or Nation of the World. 
we are told, That They were all fil d with 
oly Ghoſt ,, and began to ſpeak with. other 
nes, as the Spirit gave them Utterance ; 
there were at that time dwelling at Jeru- 
„ Jews, - devout Men, out of every Na- 
under Heaven ; and that, when they heard 
ſpeak every Man in his own Language, 
were all amaz d and marvell d, ſaying one 
other, Behold, are not all theſe which ſpeak 
leans ? And how hear we every Man in 
Wown Tongue, wherein we were Born? Par- 
ws, and Medes, and Elamites, and the 
ers in. Meſopotamia , and in Judea, aud. 
adocia, in Pontus, and Afia, Phrygia, and 
bylia, in Egypt, and in the Parts of Lybia 
D 2 about 


(28) | 


Act. 4, about Cyrene, and Strangers of Rome, Jews of 
5, 6, 7,8, Proſelytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do If 
97 1% 11. hem ſpeak in our Tongues the wonderful Vn 
| of God. 3 
Wen all theſe Teſtimonies are put ai 
eonſider d together, of a Number and Vil 
riety, little leſs than infinite , of the nal 
credible and ſufficient Witneſſes, we may ii 
bold to pronounce, that no Tranſaction wil 
corded in the moſt Authentick Hiſtory, eit 
Sacred or Profane, can be ſupported ll 
clearer or ſtronger Atteſtations, and thatyl 
better Evidence can be either expected Wl 
deſired. | | 1 
It muſt beſides be no ſmall Satisfaction 
ſee at one View in a Harmony, an er 3 
Agreement between the four Evangelion 
Hiſtorians, who wrote the ſame Hil 
in different Times and Places. And mani 
Advantages ariſe to the Impartial Rea 
from the feeming Difference that any wi 
may appear in theſe Evangeliſts. 'This 2 
convince us that they did not write by Coll 
| Cert, or by any mutual Agreement; andli 
of the Evangeliſts explaining ſome Particul 
more fully than the others have done, af 
ſome relating ſuch and fach Matters of ſi 
with a greater exactneſs, and defcribing ti 
fuller with all their Circumſtances, than 
reſt of thoſe ſacred Writers may do, wet 
hereby induc'd to read all the four Goſpt 
which we ſhould be apt to negle&, w! 
they all exactly alike. And this leads me 
De ec * 
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Fourthly and Laſtly, That the Evangelical 
Rendition of the Son of God is highly 
Advantagtous to the State and Condition 
of Man. 


The Condition Mankind was in at the 
Time of Jeſus Chriſt's Appearance in the 
Vorld, may very fitly be repreſented under 
ee Idea of a Perſon afflicted with a deadly 
iaemper; and the Coming of our Bleſſed 
edeemer be conſider d as the Critical Time, 
Which was to decide either the Death or 
ore of that diſeas'd Perſon. What there- 
re John the Baptiſt ſaid of the Jewiſb Na- 
on, that the Ax was laid unto the Root of the 
eee, hath in other Words been ſaid by St. 
e, of all the Inhabitants of the World. 
8: Wrath of God is reveal'd from Heaven 
painſs all Ungodlineſs, and Unrighteouſneſs 

en, who bold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs. \ 
or the Characters, which God had imprinted 

—_ Himſelf in the Minds of Men, were then 
oſt deplorably effaced, and His Glory was 
ansferr'd to the baſeſt and moſt wicked 
arts of the Creation. Idolatry preyail'd 
riverſally in all Nations, and notwithſtand- 

g Men did indeed know God, fo as to be 
bout Excuſe; yet they did not like to retain 
um in their Knowledge, but became vain in | 
heir Imaginations ; and their fooliſh Heart uas dem. 1. 
arkned, and they changed the Glory of the un- : N and 
rruptible God into Images of vileſt Creatures. 
emples were erected to ſanctifie Lewdneſs 
d Intemperance ; and, the Almighty Cre- 
or of alt Things being unobſerved, Tp 
whic 


(30) 1 
which had no Exiſtence in Nature wen 
made the Objects of Religious Worſhip 
And indeed it is no wonder, that ſince the, 
Heathens worſhip'd for their Gods, Monſten 
of Uncleanneſs, and of all Kinds of Injuſtice Wt: 

they ſhould give themſelves up to the mai 
enormous Vices. There are Accounts enougiiil 
Extant, of the Univerſal Corruption, Lewa 
neſs, and Debauchery of the Heathen World, 
and (1) the Complaints of their own WI. 
ters ſo abundantly confirm it, that it is ia 
Shame for Us, ſo much as to ſpeak of thi ir 
Things which were done of them, not only a 
Secret, but even in the moſt publick Manner. 
And on the other Hand, the Jewiſh Na- 
tion, that had been fo highly Favour d bil 
Almighty God, was neither more Holy, 
nor leſs Vicious, than the Reſt of the Worle ! 
We do not find indeed, that they were ere 
guilty of Idolatry, after their Return fron 
the Babyloniſh Captivity; but they had fallen 
into ſeveral other heinous Crimes, whereby 
they no leſs deſerved the Wrath of Golf 


or the Compaſſion of the great Lover and 
Phyſician of Souls. Though God had by i 
ſpecial Favour , committed His Holy On- g 
cles to them, yet they had been ſo ungrateſiſ 
as to ſlight and negle& ſo valuable a Trea- 
ſure. For after the Gift of Prophecy ceaſed 
among them, and their Rabbins and Scribes 
came to interpret and comment on the Sa- 


(i) Egregium ſan&umq; virum fi cerno, bimembri 
Hoc monſtrum Puero, vel Miranti ſub Aratro 
Piſeibus Inventis, & fœtæ comparo Mule. 

1295 Juvenal. Sat. 13. 
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it Degree, that they render d them of 
3 ind Effect, by their falſe Gloſſes and Tra- 
tionary Expoſitions. 'They made the Eſſence 
WF their Religion to conſiſt in Ceremonies, 
ile they trod under Foot the weightier 
Watters of the Law; and their Worſhip 
s reſolvd into a fer of formal Shews and 
pocritical Pageantry. He that was but 
Jad in Tything Mint, Anniſe, and Cum- 
Ji, that faſted twice a Week, and for a 
etence, made long Prayers, tho' at the ſame 
re He neglected the more weighty Duties 
= the Law, Truth, Juſtice and Mercy ; 
=: was He Righteous to all Intents and 
Wrpoſes, and could ſay to His Neighbour, 
che Superciliouſneſs of His Heart, Come 
Wt near __ for * 2 Thou. 
hus were they puffe with Arrogance 
d Pride at This — 14 OQutſide, 
18d for having a Law, which would indeed 
ee promoted their Glory and Happineſs, 
= they had ſtuck to the true Senſe of it. 
Wat they hereby fancy'd that they had a 
aht to hate and deſpiſe the Reſt of Man- 
nd, with whom They agreed in no one Point, 
It in an Extream Corruption of Manners. 


eans, for reforming the Morals and 'Tem- 
rs of Mankind in general, even tho Learn- 
p is at the ſame time acknowledged, to 
ve flouriſhed beyond any Age, . that there 
as plainly wanting a farther Revelation of 
e Divine Will to direct Mankind what 
durſe to ſteer to obtain the Harbour. _ 

is 
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Such then was the Inability of Human - 
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this is the Great Glory, and the Great By N 
nefit of the Evangelical Diſpenſation, who 


Precepts are moſt accurately adapted to oy 
Nature, and are every ways tending to rail: 
it to the Higheſt Dignity, and to make uf 


perfect, even as God is Perfect. We have z at 


Syſtem and Summary of all Moral Inſtructiom 
in this Scheme, and the moſt incomparabl 


Rules for Government, Society, and Friend. Wi 


ſhip, are herein very emphatically laid down, 
We are taught Obedience to our Governor 


and Superiors, and the greateſt Mercy, Lon 


and Humanity one to another. There is ni 
Friendſhip ſo Sacred, no Juſtice ſo Impartiil iſ 
no Charity ſo Great, no Meekneſs fo Exen- 


plary, as that which our Bleſſed Saviour ha 


recommended to us. He is a Prophet, a 
mighty in Deed as in Word; being both the 
Way and the Light, the Road and the Guide 
the Precept and the Example, and who 


whole Life was but one continued Proof «Mil 


the Reaſon and Equity of His Injunctiom 
All the Divine Commands are as ſo may 


Acts of Grace to Mankind, every Branch «Mi 
our Duty affords Pleaſure and Satisfa&ion,l# 


and the Performance of it will make us = 
joĩce in the Teſtimony of our Conſcience, 
That in Simplicity and Godly Sincerity, vt 
have had our Converſation in the World. 
All other Inſtitutions of Morality, fall « 
much ſhort of the foregoing Recommends 
tion, as even their Compilers did of thoſe 
| faint Rules of Virtue, which they'enjoin'd 
their. Proſelytes. The Philoſophers indeed, 
ſhew'd the Beauty of Virtue ; They ſet 7 


e 

ſo as to draw Men's Eyes and Approbaz 
to Her; But leaving Her 9 | 
few were willing to Eſpouſe Her. And 
s not ſtrange, that the Learned Heathens 
Wicked not Many with their Airy Com- 
WE ndations of Her being the Perfection and 
cellency of our Nature; of Her Being 
er Self a Reward, and that Her Character, 
We a true Medal, acquires Value and Ve- 
ation by its Age. But this poor extent of 
pppineſs is by no means commenſurate ei- 
xr to the Deſire or End of our Being. 
on the Foundation of Heaven and Hell, 
upon this only, Morality ſtands firm, and 
iy defy all Competition. This makes it 
Pre than a Name; A Subſtantial Good, worth 
our Aims and Endeavours ; And thus the 
Woſpel of Jeſus Chriſt has delivered it to us. 
We are now no longer under a trembli 
Wcertainty about our Immortality, our 
Wernal and Infinite Duration, our Future 
Wate; we may now venture boldly into the 
Wave of Death, and trample upon all the 
errors of the Grave. Rewards and Puniſh- 
Fents are clearly taught, ſuch as no Thought 
n congeive, or Eloquence expreſs. For all 
e Advantages of human Learning could 
yer determine any thing in this Point. 
) Among the moſt refined Wits of the Gentile 
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Reaſonings, and dubious Reſolutions abi 
the Souls Exiſtence after Death. T1 
Thoughts of another Life were at beſt ii 
ſcure, and their Expectations uncertain. (WA 
Manes, and Ghoſts, and the Shades of ial 
parted Men, there was ſome talk, but lh 
certain, and leſs minded. They had if 


Names of Styx and Acheron ; Of EH 
Fields, and Seats of the Bleſſed: But l 1 

had them generally from their Poets, m 
with their Fables. And fo they looked nel 

like the Inventions-of Wit, and Ornamef 
of Poetry, than the ſerious Perſwaſions of i 
Grave and the Sober. (1) Some of then 
deed, by a cloſe Application of their Mu 
to Study , and a frequent Exerciſe of tn 
Reaſon, have had freſh Springs of Tho 
and have ſeem'd to be mounted to ii 
Heighth of Inſpiration : But when the pl 
fing Heat began to cool, when the enter 
ing Rapture languiſh'd and went off , tl 
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would freely own the Uncertainty of their 
Speculations. Pythagoras, the firſt of all the 

reeks that taught the Immortality of the 
Sou, corrupted it with a Mixture of the 
W7:dian Philoſophy, and made it to conſiſt in 
1) an Eternal Tranſmigration of the Soul 
rom one Body to another. Among the Ro- 
vans, (2) Tuly diſcourſes admirably of the 
WHappineſs and Immortality of the Soul, but 
Ways in a Cloud. (3) He underſtood the 
Dignity and Deſireableneſs of the Argument, 
at with all His Penetration, He could not 
ee through the Doubts that hover d round 
at. Neither He, nor (4) Seneca, could affirm 


e 


(1) Porphyrius in Vita Pythagore, P. 17. Edit. Cant abr. 
( mblicus & Diogenes Leertius in Vita ejuſdem. | 

(2) Quid multa? Sic mihi perſuaſi, ſic ſentio; quum 

ata celeritas animorum fir, tanta memoria præterito- 

m, futurorum Providentia, tot Artes, tantz Scientiæ, 

de inventa; non poſſe eam Naturam, que res eas con- 

eeat, eſſe mortalem. Cic. de Senetture. Vid. Tuſc. 

. Lib. 1. b | 

= (3) Ea, que vis, ut potero, explicabo; nec tamen 

uaſi Pythius Apollo, certa ut ſint & fixa que dixero; 

d ut homunculus unus e Multis, probabilia conjectuia 

auens. Ultra enim quo progrediar quam ut veri- 6 
nilia videam, non habeo. Cic. Tuſc. Queſt. Lib. . 


7 Harum Sententiarum, que vera ſir, Deus aliquis vides 
1 t; que veriſimillima, magna Quæſtio eſt- Idem, ibid. - 
- So. Ecfi nihil nimis oporter confidere- Movemur enim | 
Me aliquo acute concluſo: labamus mutamuſque Sen- 


ntiam clarioribus etiam in Rebus; in his eſt enim 
qua Obſcuritas. Idem, ibid. | 
Neſcio quomodo dum lego, aſſentior; cum poſui 
rum. & mecum ipſe de immortalitate animorum cæpi 
Wgicare, aſſenſio omnis illa elabitur. Idem, ibid. 
(4) Credebam facile Opinionibus magnorum Viro- 
. rem gratiſſimam [anime immortalitatem] promit- 
tium magis quam probantium. Senec- Epiſt. 102 · 
ON any 
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(36) 
any thing with Certainty in theſe Point 
The (1) Epicureans diſputed againſ the Im 
mortality ef the Soul; and their Philoſophy 
* ſoon produced the Hereſy of the Sadducees, 
great ,-8 learned, and a, conſiderable Sed 
among the Jews, who wholly dem d the Ex 
iſtence of - Spirits, and the Life to come. But 
now, by the Appearance of the Sun of Right 
teouſneſs amongſt Men, it may truly be ſaid 
That Life and Immortality is brought to Lai 
by the Goſpel, and that not only in the cleuliif 
Revelation af it, and in Inſtances ſhewn oi 
Mien rais d from the Dead, but by an U 
queſtionable Aſſurance and Pledge of it, lM 
our Saviour's own Reſurrection and Aſcenſiai 
into Heaven. So that tho' the Law of V 
Heb.7- 19. ture, or of Moſes made nothing perfect, 
45 bringing in of a better Hope by the G 


 (1)-— Si immortalis natura animai eſt, 
Et ſentire poteſt ſecreta a Corpore noſtro ; 
Quinqʒ (ut opinor) eam faciundum eſt ſenſibus auchi 
Nec ratione alia noſmet proponere Nobis 
Poffumns infernas Animas Acherunte vagare: 
. * - Piftores iraque & Scriptorum Sœcla priora 
Sic Animasintroduxerunt ſenſibus auftas. - 
At neque Seorſum Oculi, Sc. 
Nec ſenſus ipſi ſeorſum conſiſtere poſſunt, 
Naribus atque Manu, atque Oculis, atque Auribus, at 
Lingua; nec per ſe offunt ſentire, nec eſſe · 
| 2K Lucret. Lib q 
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